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ABSTRACT

The Phenomenon Of Challenge in (Jahili) Pre-Islamic Poetry

By

Fadwa Ezzat Al- Hanbali
Supervised by
Professor Nasrat Abdul Rahman

This is an ekplanatory, descriptive, and analytical study which deals
with the phenomenon of (Tahaddi) challenge in the (Jahili) pre-Islamic
poetry; and it aims at adding a new contribution to, and enriching, the
image of man in (Jahiliyya) pre-Islamic period. It consists of a preface
which examines the concept of (Tahaddi) challenge - from a linguistic
point of view; an investigation of the causes of challenge as provided by
nature, society, and the economic situation; and an overview of the pre-
Islamic man's challenging attitudes as expressed in poetry.

The first three chapters deal respectively with the natural, social,
and economic causes which gave birth to challenge. The natural
causes emanated from the severity of the topography of the Arabian
Peninsala, the intricacy of its features and unexplored regions, the
extremity of its climate and vicissitudes of weather, and the scarcity of
its living resources as well as the risk of confronting wild animals. The
social causes emanated from the disintegration of the tribal social
structure, the adversity of its norms, concepts and traditions. The
economic causes emanated from bad distribution of livestock, and of
agricultural, commercial, and military resources, These three factors
resulted in the formation of two sectors completely different in terms of
richness and poverty. In the overview of the attitudes of challenge
{Chapters 4,5,6 and 7), the study examines the poet vis-a-vis the
challenge of nature. This was evident in settling and leaving, in giving
and generousity, and in the travel of the poet on his travel-experienced
she camel. The study also looks into the relationship between the poet
and social challenge as explicit in the poet's indulgence in the pleasures
of life, his rejection and rebellion, satire, threateming, or taking revenge.
It also unravels two attitudes which were in challange to the economic
situation; these were embodied in (Sa'laka) loafing, and in wars, raids
and invasions - Finally, the present study puts into relief the poet's
challenging attitudes to the enternal {tribal) authority; the external
(border countries,) authority, and the foreign {Roman and persian}
authority. These attitudes were represented in revolt, slaughtering,
deportation, armed revolution or military confrontation. The study
concludes with a discussion of three challenging poets.
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The findings deduced from this study can be summed up as
follows: 1- With the exception of the term "hudayya" i.e. challenge,
- which occured only once in Amr Bin Kulthum's mu'allaga (i.e. ancient
poem), the word tahaddi, i.e. challenge, could not be traced in the
(Jahili) pre-Islamic poetry. 2- The man of pre-Islamic period was not
used mostly to surrendering, nor did he admit defeat no matter how
difficult or dangerous the situation he faced was. 3- The man of pre-
Islamic period used,in general,to confront and challenge any
provocation or any attempt of demeaning. 4- The man of pre-lslamic
period mostly refused injustice and challenged it with all means
possible. 5-  Finally, this man was extremely proud of his challenge
ability , he also looked with admiration on any one who was daring and
capable of showing challenge.
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