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Abstract

This study attempis to show a clear picture of the language
of epistles during the Memlukid rule of Egypt and Syria . It
therefore concentrated on the style of epistles which usually
began with a preface followed by the text of the epistle and

ended by a conclusion .

The study comprised a preface , an introduction , three
chapters and a conclusion . In the introduction , the present
writer wrote about "Diwan al-Insha'"” - the Government

Secretariat - and the eduction of the top secretary .

In the first chapter the epistles were classified into
three categories : the official , the friendly and the
purely-~literary .

The writer then studied the themes of the official
epistles , and attempted to scrutinize them in relation to the
political , religious and social aspects of the Memlukid
society . The epistles showed that their writers expressed the
views of the Memlukid rulers in the different issues , as well
as their attitudes towards certaiﬁ gects such as the Shiis and
the Sufis . feYAoo

As for the letters of friendship , the writer found out
that their themes were related to congratulations .
condolements , gratifications , apologies and gentle centures .
Such themes usually are 1linked with the relationships of
friends , and they are characterized by sentimental

expresgsions .
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As for the literary epistles , they vary in their topics
and are usually different from the aforementioned themes . The
topics might relate to hunting , entertainment , or the
depiction of nature . Some topics- take the form of debates
between two different objects , such as the “Pen" and the
"Sword” . Certain epistles of this kind talk about mishaps and
disasters such as epidemics and earthguakes

In the second chapterv; the writer discussed the impact of
the Cruéading and the Mongol invasions on the material of the
epistles . Their writers wrote about Jihad - the Holy-Har ., the
happy news of victory,and defeat , the glorious picture of
Mosliem fighters , the image of adversaries , the description of
weapons and the methods of fighting .

The third chapter was assigned for the artistic and
stylistic features of the epistles : their structure ,
opeqings , texts and conclusions . The writer exposed in this
study specific kinds of rhetoric which were prevalent and
appreciated in that age . He also tried to trace the originé of
the images used_in these epistles and discussed the dynamic
trait of their texts .

In the conclusion , the writer showed that the 1literature
of that age represented an artistic taste of the society
Therefore it should not be judged according to our taste and

norms .
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