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Morphology Position In Relation To Syntax In

Fahad Hamed Azam Alzammai

* Abstract

This study highlights the difference between dependency
grammar and constituency grammar, and is concerned with
reading the Arabic grammatical tradition within the framework of
linguistic dependency whichis considered to be the closest
approach to Arabic grammatical tradition, since it stem from and
based on inflectional languages.

The study is part of a project adopted by the Department of
Arabic Language and Literature at Qassim University, under the
supervision of Prof. Izz al-Din al-Majdoub, who supervises a set
of dissertations dealing with different types of hierarchical (e.g.
semantic, syntactic, and morphological) and non-hierarchical
(e.g. coreferentiality) dependencies, and their directions in Arabic
sentences.

The study aims to examine the contribution of linguistic
dependency theory in reading Arabic grammarians work, and
describe Arabic language in this new light. Preserving the
difference between various dependencies types, it seeks to
highlight morphological dependency in particular, without
neglecting its relation to other type of dependencies. It also tries
to explicate the position of morphology in relation to syntax in the
light of dependency theory, through an analytical descriptive
approach to Arabic grammarian texts, in accordance with the
general framework of the linguistic dependency theory.

The first chapteraddresses thebasic principles and concepts on
which dependency theory is based, and traces the stages of its
development. It especially focuses on two particular stages: the
stage of inception by Lucian Tesniere, and the stage of solidity
took the form of meaning-text theory by Igor Mel’ cuk.

The second chapter then discusses the difference between
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morphological and syntactic properties of different parts of
speech (i.e. verbs and nouns) and tries to distinguish between the
two kinds of properties in Arabic sentence. It also differentiates
between two types of sentential connections: morphological
connections represented by rules of morphological agreement,
and syntactic connections represented by the relation of the
syntactic govern to its dependents.

The theoretical foundations presented in the first two chapters
were applied on Arabic sentence in the remaining chapters.
Beginning with verbal sentence, the third chapter explains that the
full verb represents simultaneously syntactic governor and
sematic predicate in verbal sentence. On the other hand, the
morphological controller is oftenthe subject. However, some
other elements in the sentence might control some morphological
categories, like the verb that controls nominal case inflections in
verbal sentence.

The forth chapter then proceeds to the application of the
theoretical framework to nominal sentence, explaining that it is of
two types. The first is consisted of a topic (i.e. mubtada') and a
comment (i.e. xabar). The second is consisted of a topic,that takes
a participle form, and a subject that occupies a comment position
(fa'ilsaddamasadd al-xabar). It is also explained that the syntactic
governor in both cases is inchoative (i.e. ibtida') which is an
abstract governor, whereas the semantic predicate in each case is
different. That is, it is the comment in the first type, whereas it is
the participle in the second. The chapter concludes with an
explanation of the effect of this difference in terms of
morphological agreement between the two parts of the sentence,
as well as the controller of the agreement in each case.

The final chapter proceed to apply the theoretical principles to
complements (i.e. grammatical objects, semi-objects and
satellites), to include the all elements of the sentence. It
distinguishes between syntactic and morphological dependencies
with regard to complements, and explains the directions these
dependencies takes, through explicating the notions of semantic
predicate, syntactic governed, and morphological controller in the
texts of Arabic grammatical theory in the light of dependency
theory.




360

Kingdom of Saudi Arabia

Ministry of education ,@x
Qassim University [( )mmn "’.L@J'l ~gd i
Faculty of Arabic language and social niversity  (A2% hrdc
studies
Department of Arabic language and
its arts

Morphology Position In Relation To Syntax In

A thesis submitted in partial fulfillment of the requirements for the degree of

philosophy in language studies

Submitted by

Fahad Hamed Azam Alzammai
Student no. 372117463

Under supervisor of
Prof. EsseddinneMajdoub
Professor of linguistics and grammar in department of Arabic

language and its arts

1442 H /2020 Ad





