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Abstract
Poetry of Abbeys in the third and fourth

Hijri Centuries

Submitted by
Saleh Ali Saleem Al-Shtaiwi

Supervision

Prof. Dr. Abdul Kareem Khalifa

This thesis discusses the Poetry of Abbeys in the third and
fourth Hijri Centuries in Iraq, Egypt and Great Syria, and it comes
in five main chapters. I discussed in the first chapter the concept of
Abbeys and their structure and the ranks of the clergymen and
their functions. 1 found that Abbeys were originally for monks to
devote their time for adoration in full monochasium life. Abbeys
were built on tops of mountains, or plains or river banks or edges
of the desert. They consisted of hostels, food stores, adoration corners
such as churches, chapels and hermitages, besides nearby winehouses.
Monks had ranks and special titles.

The function of those Abbeys was to serve religion as places of
adoration, then they became places for recreation, diversion and
impudicity. Some military leaders used them as safety places to
‘refuge to in battles. They were used as good places to take care of
the insane as Hercules Abbey-Some mineral hot springs in the
Abbeys were used to cure some dermatits.

The second chapter is devoted for Abbey's poems of wine.
Poets of the Abbeys followed their ancestors to describe wine as
longkept and red. They described its taste and smell, its purity and
flare-Poets were affected by Persians who lived near and who

loved wine. - £ Tcl T -( i

We knew that the early morning was the best time to drink
wine secretly. Poets declared sometimes why the drank wine and
that was for vain and impudence or to forget pains and distress.
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The third chapter is devoted for Abbey’s courtship which was
divided into two types. The first was on courting ‘of nuns and the
second was on courting of males. Courting of nuns was physical and
sensory; it described the slim body and large eyes with intense
white and black, white teeth etc. Abstract courting appeared too,
when poets showed the influence of love upon their souls and they
complained of being separated from their beloved. Their descriptions

were ispired from ancient poetry.

They even described males by the same courting words of
females. The study explained the reasons of male courting and how

it spread widely in the Abbaside era.

The fourth chapter is devoted for Abbey's description and
enviornment around. Poets described Abbeys, their structure and
surrounding nature-plants and flowers. It clearly appears that monks

and clergymen used to choose the best sites to build Abbeys on.

The fifth chapter shows the artistic traits of literal works where
poets were true to express their society and time. Their style was
smooth and easy-It suited Abbaside era. Their poems were full of

Christian and borrowed expressions.

The poetic images used allegory, metaphor and metonymy and

they were affected by the Quranic style.

The organism unit was clear in their poems because some of
them made blended units and every line lead to the mext. I studied
rhymes and metres, and 1 found that they used too much the short

metres.

They chose simple common letters for rhymes such as b, 1, n,
m, | which are easy to say or hear and some of them innovated

rhymes.

Religious images were clear as adoration and saintdom. They
added what they found in their civilized life and used personification

to contribute in clarifying images.
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