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Abstract

Pre-Islamic poetry has not been fully explored by researchers
and this thesis is an attempt to study Abu-Jaa'far Al-Tabari's

peint of view as revealed in his interpretation Tafsir Al-Tabari.

The thesis consists of an introduction, a preface and two

parts.

Part one, which consists of three chapters, deals with a
critique and comment on pre-Islamic poetry as revealed in The

Interpretaion of Al-Tabarij.

The first chapter of part one is on the types of poetry and

the classification of poets in The interpretation of Al-Tabari .

The second chapter is on Al-Tabari's notion relevant to the
attribution of pre-Islamic poetry, and his scepticism in relaticon
to this poetry.

The Third chapter is on Al-Tabari's views, in his interpretation,

about the narration of pre-Islamic poetry,

Part two of the thesis lists pre-Islamic poetry quoted by
Al-Tabari, and it is organized in three indices for poetry and

poets,

In the introduction I have justified the reasons Tfor my clioice

of this subject. Some of these reasons are:

- Complementing the image of pre-Islamic poetry formulated by
scholars of the third century A.H.

- Identifying the sources of this poetry accredited for the
affirmation of attribution and narration of this poetry.

- Complementing the distinguished work begun by Professor

Mahmoud Mohammad Shaker in verifying this poetry,
I fellowed a relatively definite methodology in collecting

poems from the Interpretation of Al-Tabarij, indexing them and

confirming their attribution and narration.

YV.iV'{ <../2
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In the preface, I have made various references to what has
already been done,concerning the particular value of pre-Islamic
poetry which has drawn upon the Quran. Two of these prominent
ancestors were Ibn Abbas and Omar Ibn Al-Khattab - God bless them.
Furthermore, I referred to Al-Tabari's knowledge of pre-Islamic
poetry as cited by his biographers who emphasised that Al-Tabari

was far from being an expert in language or poetry.

In the first chapter I showed that The Interpretation of Al-

Tabari has linguistic advantages which made it interesting to

many interpreters. Also Al-Tabari abided by the poets' time-
dimension, but without doing the same with their place-dimension.
His sources regarding the narration of pre-Islamic poetry depend
on the poems he knew, as well as those he heard from his teachers,
in addition to the poems he transcribed for other sources,

especially the linguistic books of the Basra and Kufa scholars.

In Addition to this, I identified the types of poetry in The

Interpretation of Al-Tabari, namely:

- Pre-Islamic poetry

- Islamic poetry

- Plagiarized pre-Islamic poetry

- Poetry only found in.the Interpretation of Al-Tabari.

- Poetry mentioned in The Interpretation of Al-Tabari and

others sources, but not attributed to a definite poet.

I have pointed to the number of verses and poets in The

Interpretation of Al-Tabari, in addition to the number of the

verses of each type of poetry and the number of poets for each

type, also the attributed and non - attributed poetry. I have
concluded that the number of verses of pre-Islamic poetry is

greater than that of verses of any other type of poetry, Similarly
the number of verses of the attributed pre-Islamic poetry is greater

than the number of verses of the attributed poetry of other types.

< /3
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Reference is also made to the types of pre-Islamic poetry as
well as the types of Islamic poetry. In addition, I have discussed
Al-Tabari's method in quoting pre-Islamic poetry and the poetry
of famous and less known poets. The last poet, Abu Mohammad
Al-Taimy and the last iambic poet, Roubah Ibn Al-Ajaj cited by
Al-Tabari as reference were also mentioned. At the end of this

chapter, I arranged the poetry in The Interpretation of Al-Tabari,

in one table. Another table is arranged to include the names of

poets and the number of verses for each poet is listed in a sequenial

order,

The second chapter is concerned with the attribution of pre-
Islamic poetry, He attributed most verses in his Interpretation,
but he ignored the attribution of some verses. Regarding the
non-attributed verses, other sources agfee sometimes on the
attribution of these verses to a certain poet and in other cases
hese sources disagree on their attribution. As for verses attrib-
uted by Al-Tabri to a certain poet, the sources-sometimes agree to
the attribution, but they occasionally differ in opinion,regarding

their attribution.

I mentioned that Al-Tabari used to quoted poetry of famous
poets, that he mentioned a verse with different attributions in

different partsof The Interpretation, and that he used to mention

the names of his narrators, though sometimes he used to refer

to unknown narrators,

The scepticism Al-Tabri had regarding the authenticity of
pre-Islamic poetry is not clear, as it does not form a general
phenomenon, and only some verses are considered doubtful by him.
This is also the opinion also the opinion of other scholars and
researclers who depend on pre-Islamic poetry in their quotations,
explication or interpretation.

The chapter concludes with the poetry considered to be pre-
Islamic, although it is attributed to Adam or the devil, to the

people of A'ad and Thamoud, or to the era of Prophet Shoa'ib.

e
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Al-Tabri accepted this poetry as pre-Islamic poetry, of the period
of paganism, without enough evidence regarding its authenticity

d as revealed by its language and attribution.

In the third chapter, I surveyed Al-Tabri's method regarding the
narrative phrases in quoted verses. His narration is either the same

as or different from the narration in other sources and poetic

collections. The narration is alsé the same or different, in
different parts of Al-Tabari's Interpretation. The reason for
this multiple narration is that Al-Tabari used to depend on his
own memory, and to transcribe the narrations of grammarijians and

narrators.

T also mentioned that he used to choose accurately the
narration of phrases in the verses that he transcribed from
linguists in Basra and Kufa, because of the matching between the
desired linguistic explanation and the verse of the Qur'an he

quotes.

liowever I have been able to discover four shortcomings in

Al-Tabari's quotation of pre=Islamic poetry. These are:

- Confusing iambus with other poetry.

- Mingling sowme verses with others where they don't belong.
- Forgery of one verse from two verses.

- Listing the verse with a rhyme different from the rhyme

mentioned in many other sources,

In the second part of my thesis, the pre-Islamic poetry
quoted by Al-Tabari is listed and organized in three indices:-
- Index of poetry and iambus in the pre-Islamic period, and
poetry of those who lived in both the pre-Islamic and
the islamic periods. :
- Index of plagiarized poetry and iambus.

- Index of poets and the rhymes of their verses.
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