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Abstract

This study investigates the concept of Istihsan (grammatical preference) in Arabic
grammar as formulated by the eminent grammarian Imam Rad1 al-Din Muhammad ibn
al-Hasan al-Astarabadhi (d. 686 AH) in his celebrated work, Sharh al-Radi ‘ala al-
Kdfiyah, a commentary on Ibn al-Hajib’s (d. 646 AH) A/-Kdafiyah. The study seeks to
identify the reason for Istihsan as an explanatory principle and a means of grammatical
preponderance (tarjih) within the grammatical tradition, trace its applications throughout
Sharh al-Kafiyah, and analyse al-Astarabadhi’s methodology in employing it. It also
clarifies the position of Istihsan within the principles of grammatical citation (usi/ al-
ihtijaj), which were influenced by the methodological framework of Islamic
jurisprudence (usil al-figh), particularly textual citations, analogy (giyas), and Istihsan.
Furthermore, it examines the relationship between Istihsan, manifest analogy (giyas jali),
and hidden analogy (giyas khafi), demonstrating that Istihsan constitutes a legitimate
departure from strict analogy when supported by recognised principles of grammatical
citation and reasoning.

The study adopts a descriptive-analytical approach. It surveys the textual citation in
Sharh al-Kafiyah in which Istihsan is explicitly mentioned or implicitly indicated through
synonymous or closely related expressions. These instances are subsequently analysed
and compared with the views of grammarians who preceded and succeeded al-
Astarabadhi.

The findings reveal that, according to al-Astarabadhi, Istihsan is not merely a
subjective stylistic preference but rather a reasoned methodological principle governed
by well-defined criteria and grounded in a balanced interaction between linguistic
attestation (sama ), analogy (qiyas), and rational judgement. Accordingly, al-Astarabadhi
employs Istihsan not to circumvent analogy but to refine and regulate its application,
particularly in accounting for grammatical phenomena that cannot be satisfactorily
explained through strict analogical reasoning alone. The study further demonstrates that
his methodology reflects a balanced synthesis of the Basran and Kufan grammatical
traditions and reveals a clear influence of juristic methodology in his treatment of disputed
grammatical citations. Ultimately, Istihsan in Sharh al-Kdafiyah performs a dual function:
it provides a principled framework for interpreting linguistic exceptions and
contextualising grammatical citation (shawahid), while also serving as a sound
methodological basis for grammatical preponderance (tarjih) among competing
grammatical opinions.
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