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Abstract
The poetry of Sa'adi Yusuf : An Analytical Study
by
Imtenan Othman Smadi
Supervisor
Dr. Walid Saif

This study deals with the poetry of Sa'adi Yusuf in terms of
both contents and forms , with a special emphasis on the latter .
The study draws on various critical approaches , taking into
consideration both textual and contextual aspects . In the parts
which deal with form and structur , the stylistics approach was
found to offer very helpful insights .

With twenty six collections of poetry published , Sa'adi Yusuf
has certainly been a very prolific poet . As an ardent Marxist and a
member in the Communist Party , his early poetry reflects a rather
direct message , often at the expense of poetical artistry .
Nevertheless , later stages display notable preoccupation with
experimentation with language , styles and structures a
characteristic that seems to depart from the orthothoxy of social
realism expected to be the literary guide for a faithful Marxist .

The large volume of his poetry , togather with his continuous
experimentation with forms , pose a difficult task for the
researcher who attempts to offer a comprehensive analysis of his
poetry , maintaining a balance between descriptive and diachronic
accounts .

Thus | had to be concise and brief in dealing with several
topics , especially those related to themes and contents . In view of
the fact that no comprehensive study of Yusuf's poetry has been
attempted before , the wide scope of this study may be justifiable ,
offering a general background for further studies to focus , in more
details , on more specific topics . However the study has attempted
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to display the distructive features of Yusuf's poetry which single
him out among contemporary Arab poets .

The thesis consists of six chapters of which the first two
deal with centra! themes and contents , while the rest are devoted
to the analysis of forms , structures and stylistic characteristics .

The first chapter focuses on the basic political themes
including the ideological message , and depictions of oppressive
authority in contrast with strife for liberty and social justice as
viewed by the poet .

The second chapter displays Yusuf's depictions of the ‘city’
which represents a central theme in his poetry , especially in view
of the fact that , due to his political stands , he was forced to
leave his own country , Irag, and live in exile seeking refuge in
different countries .

Chapter three deals with the different aspects of the textual
structure while chapter four is an analysis of poetic imagary : its
resources and patterns that result from deviation from common
linguistic norms .

Chapter five explores the poetic language including lexical
characteristics , dominant semantic fields , and other stylistic
features such as parallelism and significant reoccurances of
sounds , words and syntactic structures .

The last chapter looks into prosodic phenomena including
‘external’ metrical frames , free verse , and ' internal ' rhythmic
and musical characteristics .
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