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Najati Sidqi was characterized by his encyclopedic know-
ledge enriched by his mastériﬁg some world livihg languages
such as Russian, English and French. Sidqi‘é‘importance
appears clearly in his deepeniﬁg the roots of the realistic
attitude in the literary thiﬁking'in Palestine and scme other
Arsb Countries since the fifst third of this century. Sidqi
may also, be one of the outstandiﬁg figures Who adopted the
materialistic approach iﬁ 1iferature and thought in Palestine
before 1948. This is clear in his critical preaches and fic-
tional output. He ié especially known for his literary
translations. He participated in providing the Arab readers
with marvellous patterns of the world Literature mainly
Russian literature as he translated into Arabic a number of
world short stories, from Russian, Chinese, Spanish and
American literature, in addition to some novels and political

books,*

Though Najati Sidqi received some estimation by the
researchers concerned in dating the modern Palestinian Liter-
ature, this interest was partial, focusing on aspects of

his literary works or merely patterns of these aspects.

This thesis tries to point out the literary character
of Najati Sidgqi through a survey of the different aspects of

his literary activities, aiming at stressing what researchers
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in dating the Palestinian literary life in the twentieth

century.

This thesis is composed of three chapters and an appendix:

Chapter one talks about Sidgi's living career (1905 -
1979), based, in this field, on an important source, . i.e.
his diaries which are still unpublished. As far as we know,
no other researcher has relied on this source. The impor-
tance of this source lies in throwing the light on an impor-
tant stage of Sidqi's life, i.e. political stage (1924 -
1939), as'this source deals with an important stage in form-
ing political institutions in the twenties and thirties of
this century in Palestine, in the tongue of a person who
witnessed the events and participated in forming and lead-

ing these institutions.

Chapter two studies Najati Sidgi as a thinker, inter-
pretor and critic. First, it makes an objective survey

of his works and then moves to evaluating and judging them,

in the end.

Chapter three is mainly devoted to 8idgi's literary
cutput in short story writing. It deals with Sidgi's pub-

lished two fictional collections, in addition to another
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eleven short stories published in the literary period-

icals, but not included in his two collections,

In the appendix, the researcher classifies, accord-
ing to subject, what he could collect of his published
works in periodicals. The researcher, also, attaches an
index of Sidgi's writings he wrote or prepared for broad-
casbing purposes. The appendix also includes two stories
he translated and two other stories translated by other
writers. Finally, it includes patterns of his short

stories not included in his fictional collections.
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