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Abstract

This 1s a study in the language of Mahmood Al-Braikan
(1931-2000) poems. Mahmood Al-Braikan is one of the pioneers
in (modern) free verse in Iraq. Not only is he pioneer in rhythm
but mainly in language as well. His poems were chosen to be the
subject of the present study for two main reasons. First, his unique
language is different from that of the other free verse pioneers
with whom some stylistic features in their poems are shared.
Second, only a few academic studies were made concerning this
great poet, and especially his unique language.

This study is a linguistic attempt to account for Mahmood
Al-Braikan's  unique language, concerning his  vocabulary,
structures, and themes. It is divided into three main chapters.
Chapter one examines the vocabulary of his poems on the
phonetic level, morphological level, and semantic level. It has
been clarified that the poet carefully chooses certain vocabulary
items with beautiful impact to go in harmony within the sounds of
the poems. On the morphological level, he makes sure that
specific measures are used to give the exact meanings that he
wants to convey. On the semantic level, his poetic lexicon is easy
yet deep. The poet often talks about the Universe, the World, and
Time through which he expresses his poetic visions. Thus, he is
called the-universe-poet. Chapter two studies the common
syntactic structures in the poems, such as the temporal forms,
interrogation, negation, linguistic parallels, and other structures. It
also studies the poet's choices of making use of those structures to
express his poetic conception.Chapter three focuses on the
dominated themes in Al-Braikan's poems. Those themes are:
foreseeing destinies, waiting, and the prison. It has been shown
that the poet's interest in those particular themes reflects his poetic
conception; he believes that the main poetic theme is the existence
experience itself including all its aspects. The poet was both busy
and fond of foreseeing destinies into the existence itself. That
particular ability allowed for seeing his remarkable introspection,
which only few poets all-over-the-world have.
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