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Abstract

This study uses reception theory in order to investigate the works of
modern criticism that interpret pre-Islamic poetry. The premise of the study
is that modern methods of criticism formulate horizons of knowledge
which obscure the text and exclude it from its reader; the applications of
such perspectives misread the text for they do not reveal the meanings that
are intended by the poets. And they primarily establish particular meanings
and views that are not supported by the text per se, but come into being

incidentally and differently to mold the reader's expectations.

Three methods of criticism, historical, psychological, and mythological, are
chosen to verify the abovementioned hypothesis. Formulated by the critics
who use historical method, the view that literature is generally nothing but
a mirror which reflects faithfully the life and era of the writer is
demonstrated. Furthermore, literature is an accurate image that represents
the language of the era in which the literary work and its dialects are
produced. What is focused on is that the view about literature and

specifically pre-Islamic poetry serves as a flexible tool that is used by some
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critics to negate the authenticity of the poetry. Conversely, other critics use
the same view in order to verify the authenticity of the poetry. Although the
critics deal with the same poetic text and use the same method to examine
the poetry and its language, their conclusions concerning the issues of
literary plagiarism (intihal) and poetry that is composed by transmitters
(ruwah) and attributed to poets (nahl) are of a great deal of conflicting.
Some critics negate that the poetry is literarily plagiarized (manhiil) and

others prove that literary plagiarism occurs phenomenally in such poetry.

The use of the psychological trends in reading pre-Islamic poetry is also
underlined. Despite of having different foundations and premises, the
trends formulate horizons of knowledge that make the meanings and
significations of the poetry ambiguous and therefore inaccessible to its
readers. On the one hand, the poetic images connote, according to such a
perspective, psychological complexes and repressed desires of sexual drive.
On the other, the images represent fear and existential anxiety of inevitable
destiny that the pre-Islamic poet deeply feels. Moreover, the images
represent how the society oppresses the individual and the tribal policy
dominates his spheres; to the extent that he becomes restricted by the

collective system of values and conventions.

The use of mythological method to study pre-Islamic poetry is also dealt
with. According to such a perspective, the poetry becomes devoid of real
sentiments and feelings; it is portrayed as mere hymns and prayers that are
chanted for the gods of the sun or stars, worshipped in the ancient times in
the Arabian Peninsula. The critics of the mythological perspective attempt
to interpret the poetic images and connect them to the equivalent images
that are in the sky. They are totally disconnected from what exists on the

ground; the poetic images of she-camel, horse, bull, hunter and his dogs,
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ostrich, eagle, birds, and human are inextricably bound to the equivalent
images that are in the sky. Moreover, the critics connect wrongly the poetic
images of wild donkey to that of bull for they cannot find what affiliates the
former to the equivalent image in the sky. Consequently, the pre-Islamic
poet becomes, according the mythological perspective, a priest who gazes
constantly at the sky, paying no heed to the voice of consciousness, call of

the heart, need of psych, movement of history, or change of society.

The main conclusion at which the study arrives is that the methods, used in
studying pre-Islamic poetry, do not reveal the essence of the poetry and
take into consideration its intended themes (aghrad). On the contrary, such
applications expose how the critics form inaccurate views, construct
misreading, and neglect fundamental characteristics, the artistic nature of
the literary work, aesthetic values, and representations of life as well as

world view.
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