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The compensatory lengthening in Arabic, contemporary phonetic and 
morphological study.   

  "qiraa>at  >azzohri as an archetype" 
 

Dr. Ali Suliman Aljawabrah 
Assistant Professor of Language Studies University Taibah  

Medina 
 
 
Abstract. The compensatory lengthening is one of the important phonetic and morphological 
phenomenon that requires to research because it has a lot of various examples in the Arabic Language. 
This study aims at recording what said about it, 
about its different issues. 

The study contains an introduction, in which the term compensatory lengthening as a phonetic  
phenomenon is defined, the changes according the older and modern investigators, speech, Then 
compensatory lengthening studied in twofold: phonetic aspect relates to the phonetic context in which it 
forms and the reason of sound loss, the other is the morphological one related to compensatory element 
represents in movement length and its role in conserve the word structure.     

Here we find different forms of compensatory lengthening in Arabic Language. Investigating it 
reveals that: the issue of eliminating of (al-hamzah) in Arabic then taking places the lengthening as a 
compensatory element about its loss in terms with the intensive association of compensatory lengthening 
with stress.     

Moreover, the issue of stressful sound reduce (>ixtizal al-
-  

 
Keyword: lengthening, The compensatory, stress, the syllabic system of structures. 

 




