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Abstract

By : Amal Sheada Hassan
M.A. Candidate

This dissertation , entitled : ' The Historical Novel in
Arabic and Russian literatures ; is a work that consists of
450 pages .

It is comprised of a general introduction, four chapters
The first chapter is entitled " A View on Comparative
Literature ".

The second is " A View on the Study of Historical

Novel ." The third is " Historical Events and Imaginary
Events in Historical Novel ", and the fourth is

" Historical Characters and Imaginary Characters in
Historical Novel " . The reader of this work may ask :
why is such a comparison between Russian literature and
Arabic literature ? Hence , we need to mention

the Arab —Russian literary relations which were strong
form the beginning . the peoples in the southern Regions
of Russia had cultures in which Arabic culture was a part
, and those peoples ' alphabets were the Arabic alphabet
itself.

No such comparison between Russian and Arabic
historical novel , but there are comparisons between
social novels in Russian and Arabic .

A comparison between Arabic and Russian historical
novel does not exist because there is no direct influence
between them.
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Before choosing samples of Russian and Arabic
historical novels , and conducting simple comparisons
we felt the need to consider the term " comparative
literature " and its implications in the west and its
reception by Arab scholars .

It was also necessary to pause on the major Arab
corporatists ;

Their efforts in this field cannot be ignored , tough they
were not wholly original . but the most important point
which cannot be ignored , and which we referred to in
chapter one , is the role of translation in the realm of
comparative literary studies , especially if the translation
Is accurate and faithfully , Needless to say that
translation played a role in literature especially the
Russian literature in particular in the 19 th c and 20 th ¢
and translation played a major role in bringing our
literature to other literatures form antiquity to our modem
times . It was necessary before criticize them , to pause
on the beginnings of the appearance of Arabic historical
novel . therefore we death with the first Arabic historical
novel " Al - huyam in futuh al —sham (1874) , Saleem
Al - bustani

and Zenobia (1871) is extinct .

But the most important novel we discussed in chapter 11
Is Sayyed Quraysh (1929) by Maa rouf al Arnaut , which
we death with historical novel (1937) :we studied a work

by George Lucach ,and we talked about the first Russian
historical novel ( the Master ' s Daughter) (1836) by

PDF created with pdfFactory Pro trial version www.pdffactory.com




Pushkin , then Tolstoy ' s classic War and Peace (1863-
1869).

We ended the third chapter by talking about the major
Arabic historical novel in the first half of the 20 th c .
There are Faris Zarzour ' s historical novels , we also
talked about real historical events and in the fourth
chapter we considered the most famous Russian
historical novel which chronicled the events of world

War 11 , then we moved to Arabic historical novel and

discussed Maaruof al- Arnau t's historical novel .

One of the most significant outcomes we reached here is
that the critic Shawqi Abu Khalil was prejudiced against
Georgi Zeedan , and went so far as to accuse him of
defacing and corrupting our Arabic history through the
historical novels he wrote .

A major part in bringing the literary masterpieces and the
other outcome is that Arabic studies on Arabic historical
novel were few , and we only found three : George
Zeedan in Balance (1981) by the critic Shawqi Abu-
khaeel , Maarouf Al- Arna'uout as a (2001) by Abdul al-
latif al-Arnauout , and Historical Novel in Modern
Arabic Literature (1979) by Dr-Qasem Abdu Qasem .
Also Arabic historical novels were few and did not cover
the main historical events which our Arab nation
experienced , and on the whole these novels were fewer
than Russian counterparts .

The third result is that the Russian historical novel was
older than its Arabic equivalent mainly because the
Russian novel is older than its Arabic counter part .
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The fourth result is that the Arabic history and the
Russian history are similar , because the Arabs
experienced Ottoman occupation , followed by the
French , the English and the Italian occupations ,

then The Arabs gained their freedom and

independence after a long struggle , and the same
applies to the Russian people .

The fifth result is the similarity between the characters in
these Arabic and Russian historical novel .

The sixth result is that place has its holiness in historical
novel both Arabic and Russian, and it is always real ,
and hence it is different from its counterpart in other
novels , social , deductive and the like . Time in

the historical novel is real , therefore both place and time
have their peculiarities .

The seventh outcome is that Arab and Russian historical
novelists wrote about events which they either
experienced or did not experience , but this does not
belittle those novels ' values as historical works .

And lastly , the significance of this research springs from
its indication that Arabic historical novels fell short of
dealing with decisive Arab causes such as that of the
Palestinian Cause , but Arabic poetry fared well in such a
matter .

whereas the Russian historical novel covered most of
these historical events which the Russian people
experienced .
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