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This study, the attitude of Aby al-Faraj al-Asfahani with regard
- to the iseue of Forgary of Arabic Poetry, in his book " al-Aghani® is
baged on the assumption that Abu-alFaraj was well -a ware of all matters

relating to the phenomenon of forgery, and sought accuracy and strictness

in a1l matters raised,

Two frame works were adopted to clearify the above assumption, The
first: clearfying certain matters relating te the problem of forgery in
the case of its concepts, causes and (consequently) pointing out the
attitude of Abu al-Faraj, The second : Psinting out the methods used by
Abu al«Faraj in dealing with the texts and poems which suggest the existence

of Forgery, and the extent of Abu al-Faraj's accuracy and scruting,

A historical approach has been adopted in exposing the ancient scho-
lars' views on this issue, It also helps in showing the attitude of Abu~ al

Faraj towards it .

So as to implement this aim this study consists of an introduction ’
four chapters, conclusion and abibiography «. The first chapter deals with
the concept of forgery., Four categories of forgery.had been abserved
The First category (al-Intihal ): means that a poet relates to himself
poems of other Poasts,
The second (al-Nahl) means to relate apoem or asaying to some one others
than its author deliberately , This kind of forgery has been done without
the knowledge of the‘poet.
The third is termed" confusion and defusion " (al-Khalt Wa al- Wahm ),
It is based on referentes in Abg al;Faraj's text such as: "Poetry is

mixed” and" one is deluded in this ".,,This concept uncovers

All Rights Reserved - Library of University of Jordan - Center of Thesis Deposit



aside of forgery which oeccurs without intension by a narrator.
- The fourth is termed * al-wad " which means the composition of
new poems and relating them to poets by certain groups., The

researcher endeavoured +u categorize these who introduced sush

poems as follows:

Certain narraters, sons of the poets in question and some of their
relatives , certain poets,,
More over, Abu al-Faraj added anew group: those were the singers,
The researcher drew the conclusion that the concept of "™ confusion
and defusion " is mest outstanding one in the comments of Abu al-Faraj on the
texts and information stuted in al-" aghani " ,Thig indicates that most of the
Fabritated poetry is authentic though the narrators attributed them to BEOmME one

other thantheirs own composers.

Chapter two is an expose of the causes of forgery summerized in
two distinctive reasons.First is the singers , I have noted that the ancient
critics , before Abu al-Faraj, did not recognize the singers' role, I have
there fore put forwared a discussion on the influence of songs and singers
on the narration of poetry, Second is the narraters's role, I have examined

the causes of forgery by discussing the attitude of the ancient ecritics and

that of Abu al-Faraj towards Arabic Poetry .

Chapter three is astudy of Abu al-Faraj's methods in authenticution

of the texts , It seems that he employed three methods:
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Tiestly , ehain of authorttien (al-Sansd ) ; It dealt vith bho
development of amploying (61-Banad ) in the litérary acoount and the ewtent
of its reliability In the authehtleation of Wewte . I% s found thet Abw
al-Fara) mentiened the ehain af autheriéies (elr asenid ) in most of his
azaaunﬁi, The rosearcher atudfed the mist fonmeus methode of geholare inovdey
te uneGver the c¥tent of Abu 4l-Faved's BALOTTICNS An Poeviding accuracy tp his
astounts . Ha feuid thet most O them vire nerzetsd by ! hedring (al-Sama! )y
the ytter 6f the ahalk ! which 1s the optimm ngthod pekevleded by sehalese
for xeoeiwing (s~ akhdh Wa'l tsharmul), Secendly : Find (Al- Wijadah ) end
licence { al-Ijasah ) , though ( alewijodah ) is rogarded mi the loweet
method | Abu al-Farej, whena vey passible , supplemented this metﬁod with

mo¥e authéentie method exeep in these apoownts in vhich he ¥4 uneble +4

reach such auppiémenta

I studipd the Qpprdgéh of Abl al-Fara) in suthsrtioating the tekts
by employing the (sanad ) , and feund that Aby al-Paraj used elageicsl methe
ods in his invistigations , I have trased that sttitude of Abu di~ Paraj i
& number of narraters , vheme he relled upen , In erdey te un cover his
ibjec;ivity and asouracy . I then moved to the second mothod through whigh
Abu = 3l - Faraj dealt with the texts: and poems, Lt is teymed ag text
('matn ), I referred to the aneient crities methods in thig conneetien and
tried to find out the predise attitude of ABu al-Faraj in. this reéipoet ,

Finally I examined his methed in Foferfing hi€ msterial to

various souroes: and fourd ki reférendes of 4hs odlloatldnd of pooid
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such as those of paets , tribes and ether seureca,

It is concluded that Abu al—Faraj' empleyed mere than ene of the

above~mentioned methods in outhentieating eertain aceaunts, This sophistieated

method was later Suggested by Taha Husain in the serutinizing of pre-Iglamie

texts,

In the Fourth chapter I attemptedut. eupluating the, texts, in whieh

Abu al-Faraj p-nifate",d te the existénae sff f.t'é"ery «. I examined his melthsds

of authentlcatmg the texts and I f.und that they varied Prom one +text to

¢ *

other, although y in eame

a.I]—
texts, he a.dopts mast aceuarate methodologlcal

r
eritieism , in mther texts }ge

-

d'esnot— rely on any such methods, Yet in certain

other texts there. is na pe:.:r'l:J.rul&.--1 exa.mlpa,‘qz,cn m;crltlclsm involved, -

Fonsequently s the authentlcatlon lf Abu al-Faraj differs for these

texts « 1 lf‘ound him correet in authentieating many af the -
- . .

texts and yet

in others his authentlcatlon seems Buspest coneedming the texts wh.lch he

neglects y I notlced thaht it tf‘i;y. are cenfined to-the. dou
" [

certain at them menthoug.ng snly ‘:he ‘hplnlo‘ns Ff the- reeiters,

bt in, a.ffrlbutlng

In conclusion, it seems ﬁt Abu al-Faraj was an example in

]
accuracy and strlctness in dealing with ﬁ ease at forgety ¢ He a.dop'ted

the views of hlS ptedecessors anc:Lents crltlcs and- their attitudes,

-q.‘

e
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