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ARbstract

Abdallah AL-Baradoni's Poetry
Mohammad Ahmad Ab-Qudah

The objective of this paper is to conduct a scientific, accurate and authentic study of the
Yemeni poet, Abdaliah Baradouni, and 1o shed light on his various attitudes to life and
his relatonship with the events that were taking place during his era.

The paper probes into the important aspects of Al-Baradouni's poetry, in terms of the
varied themes, objectives and techniques inherent in his poetry. However, one special
significance of this study stems from the fact that the author is personally acquainted with
the poet. He has come to know him, in 1986, at the Jerash Festival for Culture and Arts
and escorted him for ten days.This interval, albeit very short, enabled the author to sense
that Al-Baradouni's rich and unique poetic experience deserves in-depth research and
study. It is hoped that this study would encourage researchers and scholars. to undertake
further extensive and elaborate studies of specified aspects of Al-Baradouni's poetry, in
the future.

The data of this study is based on Al-Baradouni's collections of poems; his literal,
cultural, and political studies; and a number of bibliegraphies and references that tackled
Yemeni poetry, in general, and Al-Baradouni's poetry, tn particular; in addition to the
author's personal encounters with the poet.

At the outset, the author touched on the general trends of the literal and culural movement
that prevailed in Yemen during the period 1900 - 1948 (A.D.). This movement is, to a
large extent, characterized by its total isolation from simiiar movements in neighbouring
or other countries. By and large, this was due to the intemnal riots in Yemen, the Turkish
and British mandate during this period, and the reign of Al-Imam who imposed such a
state of isolation on Yemen. The educational movement was still at its preliminary stages
and was only initiated via personal and voluntary efforts of few individuals at certain
mosques.

The first chapter identifies the culwral and literal sources of Al-Baradouni's poetry. The
chapter is divided into two parts. The first part: "Al-Baradouni's Literal Sources and
Poetic Formation” sheds light on Al-Baradouni's childhood, early stages of life,
education, his transition from his small village “Al-Baradoun™ to the capital Sana'a, and
his various collections of poems and studies. The second part: "Al-Baradouni's Poetic
Vision and Literal Attitudes”, is concerned with his stand with regard to poetry and
poets, along with the prevalent poetic movements, as well as his stand with regard to
certain existential  issues like death, life, homeland, the human being, revolution,
national liberation and independence, woman, subsiStence,etc.. The sad tone which
permeates the majority of his poems has also-bcen/givcn due attention in this part.
-

The second chapter defines, at tength? Al-Baradount's poelic&cmes and objectives and
his relationship with contemporaneous events and his heritage. The chapter is divided
into two parts. The first part“delves into his poetic themes, particularly: eulogy.
description, elegy, love, satire,complaint, and instigation . The objective is to blame
Arab and Yemeni intellectuals for the illiteracy and backwardness prevalent in his
society. He eulogized Al-Imam in two poems, yet , henceforth,this theme ¢ould not be
detected in any of his poems perhaps because of his preoccupation with the problems
of poverty and hunger prevalent among the various strata of the society. He described,
at length, the poor condition and suffering of individuals, depending in his description
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on his pérsonal emotions, his readings, and his conversation with the starved. He lamented
the death of his mother and the child of his friend, Dr. Al-Mukaleh, in very touching and
sympathetic poerns. He also delivered a message to his late friend, Khalil Hawi, in his
grave.

In his love poems, he expressed his emotions and feelings towards the loved woman
which he missed all his life. He loved her voice and felt her presence though she never
existed. The oppressive and mean rulers occupied part of his poems and he marked his
exasperation and irritation over the bad condition his people were living under the reign
of Al-Imam. He even elegized his very nation who spoiled such oppressive rulers. In
fact, this was a sort of social criticism addressed towards the overall conditions of his
society. However, complaint was the most eminent theme in his poems. He destroyed
the three well-known dimensions of time (past, present and future) in his poems and
instigated his people to revolt against the tyrannic and unjust rulers.

The second part explains Al-Baradouni's relationship with the past heritage. The part
traces the early years of his life when he started to frequent the only schoof and mosque
of hig village to receive his education. He found in the Holy Qur'an and the ancient
poems a sort of consolation to his psychological and poetic desires and yearnings . He
derived much of his poetic vision and experience from the ancient ‘works of Al-
Mutanabi, Al-Mu'ari, and Abu-Tamam.

The third and final chapter is devoted to the technical structure of Al-Baradouni's poetry.
The chapter is divided into four parts. The first part examines his poetic imagery and
presents a general outline for the scenes, motion; voice, movement and colours that
reflected his consciousness and mental status. The second part delves into his poetic
language and structure. It is evident that while reading Al-Baradouni's poems, one does
not need a dictionary to find the meaning of certain words, since he only uses common
and familiar terms.He is against the utilization of obsolete or semi-obsolete language. In
fact, his language is a reflection of his experiences and vision of life and society, and is
more or less, close to terms used by the pubic in daily life. Nevertheless, this structure
has by no means degraded his poetic or linguistic standards.

The structure of his poems is the subject of the third part. An eminent feature is the unity
of his poems though he exhausted himself, sometimes, trying to look for a new form
for his poetic experience. He utilized the epic and dialogue styles, many times, the thing
which added vivacity, life and excitement to.his poems.

~
The last part tackles the musical stru/c;ure in his poems which is in line with meters
utilized in all other Arab poems.
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