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ABSTRACT

- Lengthy Poem in Modern Arabic Poetry
"A Study in Rhythmic Poetry"

Prepared By
Roqatah Hijazi

Supervised by
Dr. Khaled Al-Karaki

The lengthy poem in thythmic poetry is an important phenomenon, to
whom critics allocated whole chapters of their studies of modemn Arabic
poetry; agreeing up on its features and characteristics, and disagreeing upon
the name or terminology. They became divided among "Lengthy poem",
"Total poem", and "Compound poem" .... the lengthy poem became the most
familiar and widespread expression, and the term governing the study from
the outset. Its mention by the wisdom of the ancients reassured people about

its appellation.

The length of romantic poems of the past as well as foreign patterns
influenced the beginnings of the lengthy poem we can cite as examples T.
S. Eliot's "Waste Land". But it soon went on the final of its own visions and
forms, and freeing itself from the admiration of foreign patterns, it started to

develop within Arab heritage. 5 z 8 :,: . V

The length poems differed in their structure according to the voices
prevailing in them. They started as narrative poems with : Badr Shaker Al-
Sayyab, then as experimental poems in language and form with "Adoness".
And it was concerned with "Poetic Idea" as with "Amal Donqul" while it

took up speech and incitation with "Samih Al-Qasem". It moved towards

All Rights Reserved - Library of University of Jordan - Center of Thesis Deposit




-Yvi-

Qasem". It moved towards dialogue in the test with "Bland Al-Haidari", and
towards dramatic structure with "Mahmoud" Darweesh" and "Mozaffar Al-

Nawwab".

The length poem did not vary only in structure, it varied also in the
causes of its length. Some of them were long, because they aimed at
expressing a momentous event such as the destruction of Beirut, others tried
* to recapture the "historical journey”. Some were used by the poet out of the
circle of personal misery to the circle of human misery, while others opened
up to other artistic forms of writing such as the novel of the play. Finally,
some reformulated a whole symbol, presenting it to reach a new vision. The
"Heritage Symbol" is the most tmportant concern in the context of the
lengthy poem, along with matters of objection (Refusal) and revolution, as
well as the social question. On the other hand, the opening up ofits
language to different forms of expression remained an important question of

image and rhythm.
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