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Conclusion

Appendices:

This study deals with Arab woman's Foetry since the middle
of the nineteenth century when the direct and strong contact
began between East and West i Such a contact drew immense changes
in the Arab Society in Politicaly cultural, economic¢ and social
aspect, The Arab society began to feel the necessity of change,
especially offer the influx of European missionaries, to the
Arab countries, Those missionaries offered great scientific servic

Arab schoolarships began the Europe, especially to
France where the reformers studied thae situation of the
Western woman and came back calling for thec necessty of
reforming and emancipating the Arab woman, and the reforming

0f the society in all its aspects.

A serious thinking of the status of the Arab woman was in-
troduced status started. Schools were founded, lectures and
speeches were given orging the necessity of teaching her. So
the woman came to apen after a long absence, concrate and abstract
hbsence. The woman went to schools, She also obtained a higher
education then she participated in cultural activities such as
canposing loetry, writing story and Flay, giving speeches‘and
lectures. Some women establishcd their own weekly literary saloons

the foot stept of a Western Woman,

This study consits of an introduction, theee Chapters, a
conclusion and appendices of the collection of Arab woman
poetry from the middle of the nineteenth centiry, to the

beginning of the twentieth,

Chapter One deals with the situation of the Arab Socieyt in

Egypt and the Levant. I examin economic, FPolitical, religious,
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Caltural and Social features, It is concluded that <hg. beascious
feudalism and class structure dominated the Arab Socieyt, crushing
its sprit under the Ottoman rule whose state waﬁ steadily collap-
sing. Weakness and corrupticn and dljiteracy demingbed, illiteracy
increased resulting in innovation} Superstition and idls talks
covered in regligons of which reldgion is innocent, .

The important role of the reformers and pioneers who aimod

at reforming and reoorganizing the socieyt appeared wery clear,

The Chapter also dealt with the condition state of the Arab
Woman in Egypt and Levant. It threw lights on hor relarting )
social and cultural status, The woman of that rime, was a captire
of old customs and treditions which drove her to a back role and
isolation in her society., She became a prisoner between four wolls,
knowing nothing of the outside world extept some narvrow alleys’

leading to her neighbour's houses.

Other points discrussed in this Chapter are tho omintal desigr
of the houses, traditions of engagement and marrajge, woman style
of dress which shows restrictions and decency, and lastly I clanif
the relation between the dominent man and the female members of his

family-

Chapter Two traced the social developrnent of the Arab Foetess
showing the correspondence of this development to the social
situation in general and woman’s status in Particular. It also
traced the cultural career’ of the Arab Poetess so as to show its

relation to socinl situation on one hand and woman's status on
the other,

We came to a conclusion that the nrab Foetess was able to con-

out, to a certain extent, of the prison of inharited customs and
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tradations, Christian poctesses, ns a result of their enrironment,
jJoined missionary schools and achieved a great deal of education
in comparison - to Muslim Foetesses who belong to a high
conservative class and who did not join schools, out of vanity and
haughtiness, instead, their parents entrusted'shaiks and teacherg

to teach them in their houses,

Yespite of all those tight conditions, certain women gave

the an unexpected effort when, they composed Poetry, wrate stories
and Flays, gave speeches and lectures and made use of every
avaulable apportunity to participate in cultureal activities they

were able te chold upon,

In Chapter Three, it was necessary to examine the movement
of Arab lFoetry in Egypt and the levant as an introduction to the
study of the Arab woman Foetry in the sccond half of the ninetcenth
centuryy The study also aims, at exhibiting the Woman Foetry's
questions, contents, cores {Subjecs) of interest and its own

artistic charact eristics,

These are the FPoetesses who and included in tuis study.
Wardah al-Turk, Wardah al-Yaziji, A'ishah Taymur, Marana Marrash,
Zaynab Fawwaz, Aminah Najib, Alexandra Du Afrrinwah, Labibah Sawaya

and Malek Hafni Hosif.

By studing their Poetry, we came to the conclusion that Arab
Foetess, in that Period, did not succeed in adding new dimensions to -~
the movement Arabic Foectry; she was still new in this field and
was, in her Foems, a shadow of the Foet and an echo re-Feating his
words., She didnot extend beyond the traditional subjects: eulogy,
elegy, love loetry, congragulations, loetic letters ending with
Yoetic dating (use of the letters of the alphabet according to
their numerical value), Exception to this trend were certain Foete-
sses in part of their compositions in which they came close to
presenting some special problems of women., Those proplems mainly
touch state of woman in socieyt such as education, veiling, unveiline
and the woman's attegpt to out for ‘work. The oost ¥Yrominent poetesas
who uphdld such a trend was Malak Nasif,
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