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Abstract
The Epistles Of Abdullah Ibn Al- Mugaffa'a
"Critical Study "
Maha Ahmad Moh'd Saleh
Supervised By : Dr. Esmat Ghosheh
| foAYYo

This thesis studies the epistles of the writer and the man of letters
Abdullah Ibn Al- Muqgaffa'a who lived in the late Omayyad Era and
witnessed the advent of the Abbassid era which was characterized by

development and civilizational richness .

The research is comprised of four chapters , an introduction and a

historical preface.

In the historical preface, I shed light on the effects of foreign (non-
Arabic) cultures on the literature of the Abbassid era, particularly the
Persian culture which greatly influenced the themes of Arabic literature
such as thosé pertaining to the Sultan and the regulations leading to
promote society . The preface also examined Ibn Al- Muqaffa'a's
contribution which helped in the enrichment of Arabic literature through
his translations of some achievements of other cultures into Arabic , and

through his own books.

The first chapter tackles the social dimension of the Epistles ,
focussing on the most outstanding themes covered in these epistles , such
as the conditions of society , friendship and its significance to individuals ,
encouragement of learning and work , the need for virtuous conduct,
preference of wisdom to célprice', money , human work for the Day of

Judgement , the judiciary , and food related etiquette.
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The second chapter unfolds the moral dimension of the epistles |,
examining the ethics advocated by Ibn Al- Muqaffa'a to establish Plato's
Utopia . Thus, he wrote about the rules of decorum , virtues morals,
honesty , generosity , fury, modesty, jealousy , patlence gratitude for

assistance ,and preference of practlce to theory

The third chapter analyzes the political and racial themes of the
epistles and the effect of his Persian origin on such themes . In this
context , he wrote about the Sultan , with special reference to his qualities ,
how to deal with his subjects (people) , and the rules which he should
follow in selecting his retinue. Included also in this chapter is Ibn Al-

Mugqaffa'a’s crticisim of the Abbassid rule

The fourth chapter is earmarked for the study of the technical (artistic)
aspects of the Epistles , which were typical of the epistles written during
the Primary Abbassid era. This chapter elucidates , too, the impact of

foreign cultures on the Writer's litrature , langunage, style and rhetorics .

Towards the end of the thesis , the most significant views relating to
the personality of Ibn Al- Muqaffa'a and his literature are cited along with
some of the books which were associated with his name, even through the

Arabic versions of which were lost.

Finally , I attempt to conclude how Ibn Al- Mugaff'a was a genuine
writer of the epistolary art in the Primary Abbassid era. Moreover he
developed a distinguished style and thus was emulated by many of his

SucCCessors.
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